


C O N T E M P O R A R Y  A R T S  P R O G R A M
This new program builds on Vizcaya's history as a place of creative
exchange by engaging two contemporary artists per year to develop
site-specific projects at this National Historic Landmark estate.
ORGANIC PIPES by Gustavo Matamoros is the inaugural installation
of the Contemporary Arts Project. ORGANIC PIPES is on display at
Vizcaya through February 15, 2007.

A R T I S T  B I O
With a music career that spans more than 20 years, Gustavo
Matamoros is a master sound artist and an ardent supporter of
experimental music in Florida. As an artist, he has created numerous
interdisciplinary works for music instruments, electronic devices, the
stage, radio, video and architecture. His most recent work includes
a large-scale sound work commissioned by the Carnival Center for
the Performing Arts and presented during Art Basel Miami Beach
2005; and a permanent sound installation for the School of
Architecture building at Florida International University. Gustavo is
an accomplished handsaw player, digital audio performer and the
only performer of several instruments of his own design.  

As an artistic director of the South Florida Composers Alliance
(SFCA), Gustavo helped put Miami and SFCA on the international
map in the experimental sound scene with the creation of the
Subtropics Experimental Music Festival beginning in 1989. He is
also the founder of SFCA’s interdisciplinary Sound Arts Workshop—
an incubator for experiments with sound that offers audio and
video production residencies and services to artists, as well as
workshops, lectures and access to its extensive and unique
experimental sound library. 

O R G A N
A performance in four parts performed simultaneously

1. DIGITAL ORGANIZER (2006)

Gustavo generates a new composition by combining recordings of James

Deering's collection of organ rolls with the live organ and sounds from

the installation, ORGANIC PIPES.

2. SIGHT ORGAN (2006) 

A video projection of thirty images taken from inside the pipe organ

chamber. Photography by Luis Olazabal. 

3. OF THE 87 ORGAN ROLLS (2006) 

This text piece compiles phrases that contain the sound of the word “organ”

as it is found and used in the English language. Reading by Beth Boone.

4. ORGANIC PIPES for Russell Frehling (2006) 

This sound installation fills the Courtyard with musical notes originally

produced by the organ, yet altered, retuned and reproduced to match

that space's unique acoustics. The five distinct tracks that are broadcast

from speakers throughout the Courtyard are loops of unequal duration

and repeat continuously, resulting in an ever-changing composition of

sound. The sounds of the installation will be heard constantly throughout

the evening and will become part of the performance.


